British Rototiller Production. 60th Anniversary. Charlie Moore.
From around 1930 to 1948 Geo Monro of Waltham Cross had been selling the SIMAR Rototiller, built by SIMAR of Geneva, (Socitete Industrrielle de Machines Agricoles Rotatives, translates roughly to Industrial Society of Rotary Agricultural machinery)  Models sold included the 3, 5, 30, 50 and 51.
It was in 1948 that Geo Monro started production of the Rototiller 56, closely following the design of the 50 and 51. The earliest date in the factory records show machine s/n 56001 was delivered on 8th July 1948 to R.J.Weld of Paxton Park Nurseries, St Neots. Machine s/n 56002 is listed as a demonstration machine.

In my own collection I have machine s/n 560028 which I still use. I bought this particular machine from the sons of the original owner and they could remember collecting it from Percy Winsor, tractor dealers of Yeovil. Company records for this machine show it was delivered to Percy Winsor on 9th September 1948. 
Early examples of the 56 appear to have only the words SIMAR Rototiller cast into the flap that covers the spark plug, later examples have the word British added across the centre, see photos.
The 8hp model 56 like all previous rototillers had a two-stroke engine, the photo of me using my machine shows why a two stroke was chosen when you see the angle at which they work when tilling at full depth. In addition to the miller (rotavator) a number of other attachments were available including, plough, cultivator frame, cutter bar and soil shredder. I like many other owners had wondered what the two holes at the front on either side of the flywheel housing were for. A website at http://pagesperso-orange.fr/SIMAR.SIMAR/ (note this website is in French but does contain a good selection of photos), provided the answer as it has an image of a 55 with front weight, see photo, which fits into these holes. Production of the 56 ended in 1960 with machine s/n 561869, sold without the miller. One or two machines appear to have been delivered as late as 1961.
In 1950 Geo Monro began production of the model 35 smaller than the 56 it followed a very similar design, but had no reverse gear. Production of the 35 ended in 1958 with machine s/n 350997

Looking through the factory records it is evident that a good many machines, both model 35 and 56 were exported, Australia and New Zealand amongst the destinations.

No doubt inspired by the rototiller design Geo Monro went on to produce their own machine the Monro Tiller. I had the good fortune to meet the son of the designer of the Monro Tiller, Harry Shickle. A search of the patents office records shows Harry Shickle was involved with a number of Geo Monro patents. The Monro Tiller series one went into production in early 1951 and approx 1300 machines were made by the end of 1952 when the series two replaced the series one. More about the Monro Tillers in another article.
